Character Development of Fusako


	Page
	Passage
	Significance

	7
	“Usually she got right into bed after touching her flesh with perfumed water, but sometimes she would sit at the dressing table and gaze into the mirror at her profile for minutes at a time, eyes hollow as though ravaged by fever, scented fingers rooted between her thighs.
	Shows that Fusako is:
· Lonely

· Able to please herself

· A sexual being

· Comfortable with her sexuality and appearance

	24
	“Since her husband’s death, Fusako had been running the business by herself...Fusako was unable to travel by herself because of Noboru, she had sent Mr. Shibuya on a buying trip...”
	· Independence
· Responsibility

· Bound to husband and her duty as a mother

	32
	Fusako objected to being called “Mama” as though she were the proprietress of a bar.
	· Believes she is classy
· Attempts to preserve class

	36
	“I’ve never talked so much with a man before, not since my husband died.”
	· First glimpse of attachment to Ryuji, and lack of attachment to men besides her husband, prior to Ryuji

	71-72
	“But Fusako was determined not to submit, though she knew Ryuji would try to make her speak...needed a guarantee of safety, for she had pampered herself too long, avoided danger in any form”
	· Afraid of being alone
· Sought stability in Ryuji

	87
	“Fusako considered mentioning how lonely she was going to be and decided not to.”
	· Wanted to appear independent, though she knows her happiness is reliant on Ryuji’s presence

	98
	“Fusako had been careful never to allude to the future, neither when they had said goodbye at the end of the summer nor in any of their letters, yet their embrace a few minutes before had made clear that it was here in this house, together, that both were longing to return.
	· Afraid of commitment
· Doesn’t want to be disappointed, or disappoint Ryuji or Noboru

· Wants to focus on the present

· Dreadful kind of optimist

	115
	“Stop it, please stop!” Fusako screamed, clapping her hands over her ears. “Please don’t talk about things like that any more.”
	· Fear of losing Ryuji
· Blocks out bad thoughts, doesn’t want to think of losing partner

	125
	Fusako didn’t notice that the position she was taking in her rage was a contradiction of that violent summer passion. Deep inside, she was angry not so much for her dead husband as for the wholesome household she had kept for herself and her son since his death. 

	· Offended by slighted honour
· Hurt by truth

· Wants to be honourable, but not acknowledge her own faults

	142
	“I thought I wouldn’t feel embarrassed if all the lights were out, but it was just the opposite. The darkness becomes a huge eye and you feel as if you’re being watched the whole time.”
	· Vulnerable

· Afraid of being judged

	153-154
	“A frightening child like this is too much for me. . . You just wait a minute! I’m going to see that Father punishes you so that you won’t dare think of this kind of thing again.”
	· Cascading insecurities

· Fears of being bad mother
· Hides inadequacies from Ryuji
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