Writing the IB Commentary

· a commentary is a written analysis of a piece of writing, demonstrating your understanding of the CONTENT and the STYLE of the author’s prose

· think of music or art or films -  we can say WHY they are good or bad fairly easily by discussing HOW the artists in each case COMMUNICATED their ideas.

· The concept is similar for commenting on writing but instead of discussing melodic lines or use of shading or clever lighting, a commentary can focus on these aspects of writing to show the writer’s artistry:

1. Imagery/motifs/symbols/repetition

2. Sound/rhythm/flow/alliteration/rhyme/harsh or soft sounds

3. Structure/paragraphs/sentences/punctuation/narration/dialogue/breaks

4. Language/diction/vocabulary/connotation/

5. Tone/tone changes/mood/atmosphere/setting

6. Characterization/how traits are communicated/description/character’s actions

7. Humour/irony/use of time/If you can name it in literary terminology, you can write about it

So, a commentary IS:

· a close examination of a poem or passage in which the student makes salient comments on the craftsmanship of the writer. This craftsmanship is demonstrated in the work that the student examines. 

· a discussion of literary effects achieved in the passage and how they are achieved. (In other words, use the passage to prove that the author used specific techniques to create an artistic effect). 

· a culminating activity reflecting a student's understanding of the author’s purpose in a given work. 

But it is NOT:

· an unveiling of "what the author really means." 

· a paraphrase or a summary of the work (although a summary might be included in your commentary). 

·  an introduction to the work. 

