                                                              FRANCE
Fifteen items

A-Eiffel tower: tourism>museum, statues, arts

A-Louis Vuitton: fashion capital> designer, shows, etc

T-mini car: imports and exports 

A/T-people of the country: 3d glasses
A/T-culture and custom- burette:
T-government/political situation: elephant
T-popular events-calendar

A -Economy- French money

T-trading partners: globe
T-businesses practices: business cards
A-trade agreements organization n barriers: Canadian gloves
A-problem and risk of conducting business in your country: dictionary

A-historical war events: chest piece

T-food: croissant

T-basic facts: French flag

Basic facts                                                        
Language-official language is French

Religion- historically main religion was Roman Catholicism

Present day- 83%-88% catholic, 2% protestant, 5%-10%Muslims, 1% Jewish, 

4% unaffiliated

Geography- Western Europe, major neighbour Germany, Italy and Spain

Population- 64 million

Terrain- mostly flat plains in north and west, mountains in east and south

Capital city- Paris
Other facts-

-    1 of the most modern countries in the world

· Leader among European nations

      -     Paris is one of the capital cities of the fashion industry
 France has also played an important role in modern art, cinema, fashion and cuisine.
Economy
-One of the 27 European Union countries

- Euros; euro per U.S dollar = .7338
- 75 million foreign tourists/year thus most visited country in the world

- Third largest income from tourism

Strong presence:

-power

-public transport

-defense industries

Trading partners

· Germany

· Italy

· Spain

· UK

· Belgium

· US

· Netherlands

· Canada 

Culture & custom-
· Breakfast(petit-dejeuner): eaten early morning usually heating water for drinks, do no cooking
· lunch (dejeuner): eat at noon time or 12:30, usually include a three meal course;starter,main plate,cheese or dessert course

· -snack (gouter):usually at 4 o clock

· Aperitif: before dinner drink with some finger food: 7 or in the evening

· Dinner(diner) usually eaten at 730  or 8 at night; several courses and affair migth take an hour
· Everyone is expected to eat a piece of bread

· French culture is fashionable: formality, and well-made, well-tailored clothes
· Social class: highest class.; high level politicians, the wealthy families, powerful business owners, middle class group; two different types of white-collar jobs., lower class comprises blue-collar jobs where many people are in food-service jobs or work in retail. The unemployment level and the low living standards are very common in this group
Trade agreements, organization 

· most important organization is Centre d'etudes sociologiques 

· sociological research conducted by governmental research organizations
· Canada-france relations marked by high levels with military and economic cooperation
· Canada is negotiating a new trade deal with the European Union (EU comprehensive economic and trade agreements) (CETA) 
· primary goal expand market opportunities for multinational service corporations
 Popular events & traditions

 -1 Jan.: New Year's Day (Jour de l'an)
- 8 May  WWII Victory Day (Fête de la Victoire 1945; Fête du huitième mai)
- 14 July Bastille Day (Fête nationale)

-15 August Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Assomption)

-25 December Christmas Day

Events: tour de france, nice carnival, Paris Gay Pride Parade & Festival (worlds most popular gay events of the year
Fashion- 

-important industry and cultural export 

-Today, Paris, along with London, Milan, and New York City, is considered one of the world's fashion capitals

-city is home or headquarters to many of the premier fashion houses

-many of the world's top designers and fashion houses have been French

Ex. Coco Chanel, Christian Dior, Louis Vuitton, Yves Saint Laurent
Paris Fashion week takes place twice a year

Cuisine-

-French have always been proud of their sophisticated way of cooking
-Food and alcohol play important roles in French society—the way a person eats often reflects their French heritage, region of birth, social status, and health
-The baguette, a long, thin loaf of crusty bread, is the most important part of any French meal.


