The Alchemist – Language Study
Research the meaning of the words and show how they are used in the text.

	#
	Page
	Word
	Definition/Relevance to the text

	1
	5
	sycamore
	Any of various deciduous trees of the genus Platanus, especially P. occidentalis of eastern North America, having palmately lobed leaves, ball-like, nodding, hairy fruit clusters, and bark that flakes off in large colorful patches
It was in the sacristy room n covered the gold treasures.

	2
	5
	sacristy
	A room in a church housing the sacred vessels and vestments; a vestry.
Sycamore tree grew in and also had treasure underneath.

	3
	7
	proprietor
	One who has legal title to something; an owner
In the book there was an owner of the dry goods shops.

	4
	7
	dry goods
	products such as textiles, ready-to-wear clothing, and sundries
the proprietor is the owner of the dry goods shops

	5
	7
	Andalusia
	A province in southern Spain; only hours from Africa by boat
Daughter of the owner looks like shes from andalusia

	6
	9
	zenith
	The point on the celestial sphere that is directly above the observer.
Spot where the sun heated the place most

	7
	10
	seminary
	A school, especially a theological school for the training of priests, ministers, or rabbis.
8 21 Melchizedek
Santiago was trained there until age of 16

	8
	21
	Melchizedek
	In the Bible, the high priest and king of Salem who blessed Abraham.
Name of the king.

	9
	21
	Salem
	A city of southern India southwest of Chennai (Madras). It is a trade center with an important textile industry. Population: 693,000.
Old king used to rule here.

	10
	23
	Personal Legend
	Path we decide to take that fills our heart with enthusiasm. It is the path of our dreams. The story is about Santiago fullfilling his dreams.

	11
	31
	Urim & Thummim
	phrase from the Hebrew Bible associated with the Hoshen
Santiago used them and was a gift from the king.

	12
	40
	trajectory
	 The path of a projectile or other moving body through space.
Santiago watched the trajectory. 

	13
	48
	Koran
	The sacred text of Islam, considered by Muslims to contain the revelations of God to Muhammad. Also called Alcoran. When Santiago was talkin to the crystal merchant, koran said the merchant had to feed Santiago.

	14
	56
	obligation
	The act of binding oneself by a social, legal, or moral tie. The obligation for the crystal merchants was that as a muslim you have to go to Mecca once in a lifetime: koran said that.

	15
	56
	pilgrimage
	A journey to a sacred place or shrine. Crystal merchant obligation was to go to Mecca.

	16
	56
	Mecca
	A city of western Saudi Arabia near the coast of the Red Sea. The birthplace of Muhammad, it is the holiest city of Islam and a pilgrimage site for all devout believers of the faith. Population: 1,290,000.
This is the destination the crystal merchant was supposed to go to.

	17
	59
	hookah
	An Eastern smoking pipe designed with a long tube passing through an urn of water that cools the smoke as it is drawn through
Many of the characters used this pipe including Santiago

	18
	60
	Maktub
	one writes their own destiny
crystal merchant explain to Santiago taht one’s destiny is already written which a ‘maktub’ is an expression 

	19
	64
	incessantly
	Continuing without interruption
Santiago was too busy working for the merchant that he forgot about his personal legend that year

	20
	66
	omen
	A phenomenon supposed to portend good or evil; a prophetic sign
Santiago makes his decision basely on the speaking of the omen

	21
	67
	corral
	An enclosure for confining livestock.
Santiago meets the englishman

	22
	68
	alchemy
	A medieval chemical philosophy having as its asserted aims the transmutation of base metals into gold, the discovery of the panacea, and the preparation of the elixir of longevity.
An alchemist helps Santiago’s personal legend and teaches him the art of alchemy

	23
	71
	divination
	the attempt to gain insight into a question or situation by way of a standardized process or ritual
Urim and Thummim are the only form of divination allowed in ancient time

	24
	73
	capricious
	Characterized by or subject to whim; impulsive and unpredictable
The desert Santiago’s travels can be dangerous and it can changes fast

	25
	75
	intuitively
	Of, relating to, or arising from intuition.
Santiago has intuition from what he learns 

	26
	75
	caravan
	A company of travelers journeying together, as across a desert or through hostile territory
Santiago lgains experiences while travelling through the caravan

	27
	75
	nostalgia
	A bittersweet longing for things, persons, or situations of the past.
This is how Santiago feels when he was with his sheeps

	28
	77
	oasis
	A fertile or green spot in a desert or wasteland, made so by the presence of water.
Caravan stays at the oasis staying away from danger of the war

	29
	80
	sentinel
	One that keeps guard; a sentry.
During the war the caravan had a sentinel while the rest are slepping safely

	30
	81
	Emerald Tablet
	text purporting to reveal the secret of the primordial substance and its transmutations.
Englishman reads many book about alchemy

	31
	82
	Elixir of Life
	legendary potion, or drink, that grants the drinker eternal life or eternal youth. Liquid art of master work.
person desires when they want to be an alchemist

	32
	82
	Philosopher’s Stone
	legendary alchemical substance capable of turning base metals, especially lead, into gold solid part of master work
Alchemist shows how to turn gold using this stone

	33
	101
	mirage
	An optical phenomenon that creates the illusion of water, often with inverted reflections of distant objects, and results from distortion of light by alternate layers of hot and cool air
Santiago asked himself if the fight between the hawks were a mirage.

	34
	104
	eternity
	Time without beginning or end
Camel driver was explaining about living the present the best

	35
	107
	chieftain
	The leader or head of a group, especially of a clan or tribe.
Chieftain turned Santi into wind and Santiago explained his vision to him

	36
	111
	infidel
	 Offensive An unbeliever with respect to a particular religion, especially Christianity or Islam

Santiago remembered a scene about him and meeting the alchemist for the first time

	 37
	116
	reiterate
	To say or do again or repeatedly
Alchemist kept telling the treasure was in the pyramid

	38
	155
	invoke
	To call on (a higher power) for assistance, support, or inspiration
Alchemist said that he invoked what santiago already knew

	39
	156
	monk
	A man who is a member of a brotherhood living in a monastery and devoted to a discipline prescribed by his order
After making gold they gave a piece to the monk

	40
	161
	solemn
	Deeply earnest, serious, and sober.
Santiago interperts the pyramid as solemn


Thematic Quotations
Who said the following quotes and how do they relate to the novel?

1. “To the degree we’re not living our dreams; our comfort zone has more control of us than we have over ourselves.”  Who said it?  
Relevance to text? Peter McWilliams if no one encouraged Santiago on his journey he would have stayed with Fatima and the Oasis
2. “If you can find a path with no obstacles, it probably doesn’t lead anywhere.”

Who said it?  
Relevance to text? Frank A. Clark Santiago had many obstacles and overcome in the end and found his treasures
3. “Most people search high and wide for the keys to success.  If they only knew, the key to their dreams lies within.”

Who said it?  
Relevance to text? George Washington Carver  Santiago’s treasure was always nearby at the beginnig of his search
4. “At first, dreams seem impossible, then improbable and eventually inevitable.”

Who said it?  
Relevance to text? Christopher Reeve Santiago only had a dream and had no idea how to start but later on, in the end he achieved it
5. “You miss 100% of the shots you never take.”

Who said it?  
Relevance to text? Wayne Gretzky Santiago took may risk and wasn’t sure if its gonna help him or not but in the end he should be glad to take those risks, in the long run he achieved his peronal legend.
Find a quotation and explain how it pertains to the theme(s) in The Alchemist.
Here are a few links to get you started.

http://www.brainyquote.com/ Brainy Quote

http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/ Famous Quotes and Authors

http://www.great-quotes.com/ GQ

