The Alchemist – Language Study
Research the meaning of the words and show how they are used in the text.

	#
	Page
	Word
	Definition/Relevance to the text

	1
	5
	sycamore
	· A tree that has yellow flowers and large leaves with five point
· This was where the story starts, and where Santiago’s journey starts. Under the sycamore tree was also where Santiago finds his treasure and ends his journey in the book.

	2
	5
	sacristy
	· A room in a church where the priest or minister changes into their official clothes and where holy objects are kept.
· The sacristy once stood where the sycamore stands now, the sycamore and the sacristy together is important because they are where Santiago begins and ends.

	3
	7
	proprietor
	· A proprietor of a hotel, shop, newspaper, or other business is the person who owns it.
· The father of the girl who Santiago loves in the start of the story was the proprietor of a dry goods shop.

	4
	7
	dry goods
	· Cloth, thread, and other things that are sold at a draper's shop.
· The father of the girl who Santiago loves in the start of the story was the proprietor of a dry goods shop. Santiago sells his wools there.

	5
	7
	Andalusia
	· A province in southern Spain; only hours from Africa by boat.
· Santiago says that the girl he loves at first was a typical girl of the region of Andalusia, w    hich Santiago travels to sometimes.

	6
	9
	zenith
	· The zenith of something is the time when it is most successful or powerful.
· Santiago describes the sun at its zenith as great heat; he cannot lead his flock of sheep across fields at that time.

	7
	10
	seminary
	· A college where priests, ministers, or rabbis are trained.
· Santiago’s parents wants him to become a priest at the seminary, but Santiago says that he couldn’t have found god in the seminary because it was not what he was searching for.

	8
	21
	Melchizedek
	· The high priest and king of Salem.
· The king of Salem was the old man who helps Santiago start his journey.

	9
	21
	Salem
	· Salem is a city in India. 

· The old king who helps Santiago in the beginning was from Salem.

	10
	23
	Personal Legend
	· One’s quest or mission in life.
· The whole journey of Santiago: obstacles, success and learning are his Personal Journey. The story revolves around the idea of chasing after one’s Personal Legend.

	11
	31
	Urim & Thummim
	· Sacred objects carried inside the breastplate of the high priest of ancient Israel and used as oracular media to divine the will of God.
· The king of Salem gives these rocks to Santiago to guide him, Santiago uses rocks as aids and to help him read omens. When his “friend” steals his money, the stones help him regain his faith. 

	12
	40
	trajectory
	· The trajectory of a moving object is the path that it follows as it moves.
· After the stranger steals Santiago’s money, Santiago stands in the market and watches the trajectory of the sun feeling nostalgia to the old simple life he had. 

	13
	48
	Koran
	· The sacred text of Islam, considered by Muslims to contain the revelations of God to Muhammad.
· The Chrystal Merchant believed in the Koran, which stated that he must not let Santiago starve. The Chrystal Merchant then saved Santiago’s life by letting Santiago work for him to earn money.

	14
	56
	obligation
	· Obligated means that it is a duty to do something.
· The Crystal Merchant describes the obligations set out in the Koran, which says that Muslims are obligated to visit Mecca once in their life time.

	15
	56
	pilgrimage
	· A journey that someone makes to a place that is very important to them.
· The journey of Santiago is his own pilgrimage because it leads him to complete his Personal Legend. The Crystal Merchant also mentions that his own pilgrimage is to travel to Mecca, which he fails to accomplish. 

	16
	56
	Mecca
	· A city of Saudi Arabia. The birthplace of Muhammad, it is the holiest city of Islam and a pilgrimage site for all devout believers of the faith.
· The Crystal Merchant mentions that his own pilgrimage of his religion is to travel to Mecca, which he fails to accomplish for fear of having no goal in life.

	17
	59
	hookah
	· A pipe with a long flexible tube that draws the smoke through water, used for smoking tobacco.
· The Crystal Merchant shares the hookah with the boy after work as a reward for working so hard.

	18
	60
	Maktub
	· “It is written”, one writes their own destiny.
· The Crystal Merchant explains to Santiago that one’s destiny is already written out, and he used the word “maktub” to express that. Also, when Santiago asked for a blessing from him, he said the same thing.

	19
	64
	incessantly
	· Process or activity that continues without stopping.
· When Santiago works at the Crystal Merchant’s shop, he is incessantly working and because of that, he did not think about his Personal Legend for that entire year.

	20
	66
	omen
	· Something is an omen; one thinks it indicates what is likely to happen in the future and whether it will be good or bad.
· The story is relevant to Omens greatly. Santiago makes his decisions mostly based on the speaking of the omens.

	21
	67
	corral
	

	22
	68
	alchemy
	· A form of chemistry studied in the middle ages, which was concerned with trying to discover ways to change ordinary metals into gold.
· An alchemist helps Santiago in achieving his personal legend and teaches Santiago the art of Alchemy. 

	23
	71
	divination
	· Art or practice of discovering what will happen in the future using supernatural means.
· Urim and Thummim that Santiago received, are the only form of divination that was allowed in ancient times, as stated in the bible

	24
	73
	capricious
	· Someone who is capricious often changes their mind unexpectedly.
· The leader of the caravan states that the desert is a capricious lady, which means that the desert Santiago travels in changes fast and can occur to be very dangerous.

	25
	75
	intuitively
	To feel that it is true although one have no evidence or proof of it.

	26
	75
	caravan
	· A group of people and animals or vehicles who travel together.
· Santiago and gains lots of new experience when he travels with a caravan through the deserts of Africa.

	27
	75
	nostalgia
	An affectionate feeling one has for the past, especially for a particularly happy time.

	28
	77
	oasis
	· A small area in a desert where water and plants are found.
· Santiago’s caravan stays at the oasis to stay away from dangers of the war; he learns lots of new things at the Oasis. Also, there is where he meets Fatima, the love of his life. 

	29
	80
	sentinel
	A soldier who guards a camp or a building.

	30
	81
	Emerald Tablet
	Alchemical text, supposed to be interpreted as instructions of turning metal into gold.

	31
	82
	Elixir of Life
	A hypothetical substance believed to maintain life indefinitely; once sought by alchemists. Liquid part of the Master Work.

	32
	82
	Philosopher’s Stone
	A substance that was believed to have the power of transmuting base metal into gold. Solid part of Master Work.

	33
	101
	mirage
	Something which one sees when it is extremely hot, for example in the desert, and which appears to be quite near but is actually a long way away or does not really exist.

	34
	104
	eternity
	Time without an end or a state of existence outside time

	35
	107
	chieftain
	The leader of a tribe

	36
	111
	infidel
	One’s hostility towards another because that person has a different religion or has no religion.

	37
	116
	reiterate
	To say something again, usually in order to emphasize it

	38
	155
	invoke
	

	39
	156
	monk
	a member of a male religious community that is usually separated from the outside world

	40
	161
	solemn
	very serious


Thematic Quotations
Who said the following quotes and how do they relate to the novel?

1. “To the degree we’re not living our dreams; our comfort zone has more control of us than we have over ourselves.”  
By Peter McWilliams
This quote’s message is that, when one is not chasing their goal, they are stuck in what they are comfortable with, and lets their comfort zone take control over them.  This is similar to Santiago in the beginning of the story. In the beginning, Santiago stays in his comfort zone of a shepherd and did not chase after his dream; he has doubts about leaving his flock and old life behind to start a new one. He sticks with his comfort zone at first, which prevents him from chasing after his dream. After the guides from the king of Salem to chase his own destiny, Santiago breaks free from his comfort zone and takes control of himself.
2. “If you can find a path with no obstacles, it probably doesn’t lead anywhere.”

By Frank A. Clark 
The meaning of this quote is that to accomplish something, one must overcome obstacles. If there is no obstacle to overcome, then there’s nothing to accomplish. This is relevant to the story because for Santiago to chase his dream and find the treasure, he walked on a path with a lot of difficult challenges. If he had not chose this path, he would not have found the treasure. 
3.  “Most people search high and wide for the keys to success.  If they only knew, the key to their dreams lies within.”

By George W. Carver 
I find this quote very similar to the Englishman and Santiago. The Englishman searches high and wide for success, he reads lots of book about alchemy, he studies it all the time, and he travels around the world to search for an alchemist to be a mentor. He searches for the key to succeed in alchemy desperately. What he does not see is that the key to succeed in alchemy is within one’s heart and one’s destiny. Santiago, however, realizes the key to success within him, and learns the secret knowledge of Alchemy easily.
4.  “At first, dreams seem impossible, then improbable and eventually inevitable.”

By Christopher Reeve
The meaning of this quote is that dreams are impossible unless to chase them, and if you work hard to chase them, they become more possible and easier to reach.  This connects to the story because, at first when Santiago was in Spain, the pyramids of Egypt seemed very far away. During the process of travelling to Africa, learning through his journeys, working hard to survive, he finally reached his dream. 
5. “You miss 100% of the shots you never take.”

By Wayne Gretzky 

What this quote means is that if one does not try to accomplish something, he will never accomplish it. This relates to the story because if Santiago had not tried to chase his Personal Legend, and gave up any time he meets an obstacle, he would have never found his treasure. 
Find a quotation and explain how it pertains to the theme(s) in The Alchemist.
“Nothing happens unless first we dream.” – Carl Sandburg

The term “nothing” in this quote refers to no accomplishments and “dream” not only refers to dreaming in sleep, but to imagine the future and set out one’s goal for themselves.  The meaning of this quote is, to accomplish something, one must first set out a goal or dream; without a goal or a dream, nothing can be accomplished. This connects to a main theme in The Alchemist, “Chasing after dreams/Personal Legends”. That is because the alchemist is also a story, about a boy who followed his dream, his Personal Legend, his goal for himself, and found a great treasure in life. 
