The Alchemist – Language Study
Research the meaning of the words and show how they are used in the text.

	#
	Page
	Word
	Definition/Relevance to the text

	1
	5
	sycamore
	A sycamore is a tree with yellow flowers and large leaves. This is relevant to the story because it is where Santiago first starts out and also the place where he finds his treasure at the end.

	2
	5
	sacristy
	A sacristy is a room in a church where holy objects are kept.  This is relevant to the story because it was Santiago’s father who wanted him to be a priest instead of a shepherd.    * 

	3
	7
	proprietor
	A proprietor is someone who owns a business or land.  This is relevant to the story because Santiago worked for the Crystal Merchant for a while. 

	4
	7
	dry goods
	Dry goods are cloth, thread, and other things that are sold at a store selling cloths.  *

	5
	7
	Andalusia
	A province in southern Spain; only hours from Africa by boat. This is relevant to the story because this is where Santiago used to live before he left on his journey. *

	6
	9
	zenith
	Zenith is a time where something is most successful and powerful. This is relevant to the story because the story ends with Santiago’s success, where he finds the treasure and he feels the most powerful because he was able to lead himself to the treasure.

	7
	10
	seminary
	A seminary is a college where priests and ministers are trained. This is relevant to the story because…  *

	8
	21
	Melchizedek
	Melchizedek is the king of Salem, mentioned twice in the Old Testament. He is relevant to the story because the king inspires Santiago to follow his personal legend, and teaches him to believe in his soul.

	9
	21
	Salem
	Salem is a city in southern India. It is relevant to the story because that is where the King that helped Santiago is from.

	10
	23
	Personal Legend
	A personal legend is a dream or goal that you want to pursue in some point of your lifetime. This is relevant to the story because it is all about Santiago pursuing his personal legend, finding the treasure. 

	11
	31
	Urim & Thummim
	Urim and Thummim are two stones that can help you read omens. This is relevant to the story because it helps Santiago that the King is always with him, but when he asked them if he would ever find his treasure, neither of them answered. 

	12
	40
	trajectory
	*

	13
	48
	Koran
	The Koran is a holy book on which the religion of Islam is based on. This is relevant to the story because if the crystal merchant did not believe in the Koran, Santiago would have starved. The crystal merchant explained: “The Koran requires me to feed a hungry person” (48).

	14
	56
	obligation
	An obligation is a duty or responsibility to do accomplish something. This is relevant to this story because it compares the two different obligations of Santiago and the Merchant. (Mecca and treasure)

	15
	56
	pilgrimage
	A pilgrimage is a journey to somewhere you believe is important, or a holy place. This is relevant to the story because Santiago’s journey to the treasure was his pilgrimage.

	16
	56
	Mecca
	Mecca is a city in Saudi Arabia, and the holiest city in Islam because that is where the Prophet Mohammed was born. This is relevant to the story because it was the crystal merchant’s personal legend to go to Mecca.

	17
	59
	hookah
	A hookah is a long pipe used for smoking that passes through a container of water to coo it. This is relevant to the story because this was used when Santiago and the merchant were having a relaxing time/break after a long time of working. 

	18
	60
	Maktub
	Maktub is an Arabic word meaning “It is written”. This is relevant to the story because he believes that his personal legend was already written for him by God, and that it was his destiny.

	19
	64
	incessantly
	An incessantly is a process or activity that continues without stopping. This is relevant to the story because Santiago never stops his journey in any situation.

	20
	66
	omen
	

	21
	67
	corral
	

	22
	68
	alchemy
	

	23
	71
	divination
	

	24
	73
	capricious
	

	25
	75
	intuitively
	

	26
	75
	caravan
	

	27
	75
	nostalgia
	

	28
	77
	oasis
	

	29
	80
	sentinel
	

	30
	81
	Emerald Tablet
	

	31
	82
	Elixir of Life
	

	32
	82
	Philosopher’s Stone
	

	33
	101
	mirage
	

	34
	104
	eternity
	

	35
	107
	chieftain
	

	36
	111
	infidel
	

	37
	116
	reiterate
	

	38
	155
	invoke
	

	39
	156
	monk
	

	40
	161
	solemn
	


Thematic Quotations
Who said the following quotes and how do they relate to the novel?

1. “To the degree we’re not living our dreams; our comfort zone has more control of us than we have over ourselves.”  Who said it?  
Relevance to text?

2. “If you can find a path with no obstacles, it probably doesn’t lead anywhere.”

Who said it?  
Relevance to text?

3. “Most people search high and wide for the keys to success.  If they only knew, the key to their dreams lies within.”

Who said it?  
Relevance to text?

4. “At first, dreams seem impossible, then improbable and eventually inevitable.”

Who said it?  
Relevance to text?

5. “You miss 100% of the shots you never take.”

Who said it?  
Relevance to text?

Find a quotation and explain how it pertains to the theme(s) in The Alchemist.
Here are a few links to get you started.

http://www.brainyquote.com/ Brainy Quote

http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/ Famous Quotes and Authors

http://www.great-quotes.com/ GQ

