ENG 1DW
Overview of the Text, Why Do They Hate Me?
Please answer all questions in your notebook.


Section 1 “The Holocaust and WWII”, page 5-127
Read the Introduction by the editor, and answer the following:
1. What were the difficulties and challenges that young writers faced during this time period?

2. For what reason(s) did the young writers say they felt compelled to write?

3. What does the editor say are her “hopes”, her purpose, for publishing these pieces of writing?

Read the journal, by Helga Kinsky-Pollack, aged 13 (p. 56)

1. This young author helps us to imagine her situation through her use of specific details. List any THREE details she gives that, for you, created a clear picture of conditions at Terezin transport camp.

2. Write a one-paragraph personal response after reading this journal. Be prepared to share your thoughts with others. 


Section 2 “The Troubles’ in Northern Ireland”, pages 129-210

Read the Introduction by the editor, and answer the following:

1. How long has the conflict in Northern Ireland, aka the North of Ireland, been going on?

2. The editor suggests that this conflict is not truly about religious differences.


a) What is the actual cause of division between the Protestants and the Catholics?


b) From the Catholic perspective, who is the real enemy?

3. Historically, what is special about August 1968 and January 1969?

4. After you have finished reading the Introduction, what are some things that puzzled or confused you about this conflict? Express your ideas as questions that you would like answered. (Perhaps the group that focuses on this conflict might be able to offer some answers!)

5. Choose A or B
A/ Can you think of an example in your own experience in which neighbourhoods do not associate with other neighbourhoods, or a group refuses to associate with another group. What divides them? Add any other additional comment that seems relevant.
B/ Before reading this Introduction, what did you know about “the Troubles”? (It may help you to recall “The Sniper”, and how well you understood the conflict as we studied the story.)

Read the true story “Eamon” by John McConnel (p.141)

1. According to the introductory note, what does the adult McConnel suggest has been the long-term impact of his early exposure to civil war?

2. McConnel is Catholic and Eamon is Protestant. How do you suppose they were able to forget their differences and become good friends?

3. Apply the ideas to our own world: Ideally, a home should be a haven. What circumstances here in Canada might cause a family to feel unsafe, or threatened in their own home?


Section III “The Israeli/Palestinian Conflict”, pages 211-290
Once again, read the Introduction. Then answer the questions that follow.
1. Recall the story, “Separation”. From the second paragraph of the Introduction, what parallels do you see between the story and the situation in Israel?

2. According to the editor, what are the emotional obstacles to finding reconciliation? What are the keys to understanding and reconciliation?

3. In her concluding paragraph, what has the editor, Laurel Holliday, come to realize is the most important thing for people to give up if we are ever to have peace in the world?

4. Personal response: Has your ethnic background ever caused you to dislike a person from a different ethnic background? (Answer yes or no, and then explain. Write at least one paragraph)

Read Wadad Saba’s “A Christian Palestinian’s Story” (p.229)
1. What is the author’s version of how Israel became a country?

2. Give one example from her story of Jewish “oppression” of Palestinians.

3. In her concluding paragraph, what does the author say is necessary for lasting peace?

