Constructing an Argument: “P.I.E.”
When constructing an argument for a test answer, a paragraph or even an essay, a good formula to remember is PIE: Point, Illustration, Explanation.

- Begin by stating your point or your argument. In a paragraph, your point is your 

topic sentence.


- Next you want to prove your point by providing an illustration (really just a 
fancy word for example). It is always best to use an example that is as specific as 
possible.


- Lastly, you must provide an explanation as to how or why your example proves your point. Students often overlook this last step because students assume the connection between the point and the example is obvious. However, the explanation is the most important step in formulating an argument. Without the explanation of how your example proves your point, your argument is                       .
Point: Karen is a very responsible and organized person. 

Illustration: Karen gets to school on time every day.

Explanation: Every night, Karen makes sure all her clothes and books are ready for the next school day. She even makes her lunch the night before. Karen gets up ten minutes earlier than she really needs to in the morning to ensure she’ll be able to get out the door on time. She usually arrives at school a good ten minutes before the school day begins. She is very organized.
