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A. Write a topic sentence for each group of related sentences.

     1. Some psychologists work in universities, conducting primary research on human and animal subjects. Others are hired by industry or businesses. These applied psychologists suggest ways to make the work environment more appealing, and to increase the productivity among employees. Still others employ their skills in marketing products for consumption. Finally, some psychologists work in private practice, counselling individuals and helping them to use psychological principles to overcome difficulties in their lives. 

Topic Sentence: ____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
     2. Wetlands contain a wealth of nutrients, which make them a perfect place for fish, shrimp, crabs, and waterfowl to nest. They also help humans by absorbing excess water from storms and floods, and by acting as a natural filter for pollutants. Far from useless swampland, they are areas that need our protection, especially since more and more wetlands are disappearing under the pressure for housing and development.

Topic Sentence: ____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
     3. Joy Kogawa, like her fictional character Naomi Nakane, is a Canadian of Japanese descent. Like Naomi, Kagawa and her family were forced into internment camps in the B.C. interior after the bombing of Pearl Harbour during World War II. Kogawa notes another similarity between herself and the little girl in Obasan:  “‘Like Naomi, I became a person who would not speak, would not ask a question, did not expect to be heard.’”

Topic Sentence: ____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Using Supporting Details

The scope of a paragraph should reasonable narrow. Therefore, it is important that all the details included in a paragraph be directly related to the topic sentence.

Examine the topic sentence and supporting details below. Using the topic sentence as your guide, indicate which of the following details belongs in the paragraph. Be prepared to defend your choices.

Topic Sentence: Sam is one of the most valuable players on our baseball team.

Supporting Details: 

Yes    No
1.  Sam is a good athlete

Yes    No
2.  Sam likes to eat pizza, but he doesn’t like spaghetti.

Yes    No
3.  Sam hit two home runs in our last game. 

Yes    No
4.  Baseball is one of the most popular professionally played sports                

              
     in North America.

Yes    No
5.  Sam can hit, pitch and run very well.

Yes    No
6.  Mitchell is almost as good a player as Sam.

Yes    No
7.  Sam can read the pitcher very well and knows when he should              

              
    attempt to steal a base.

Yes    No
8.  Sam prefers baseball to hockey.

Yes    No
9.  Sam like the new ball glove his mom bought him for his 

     birthday.

Yes    No
10. When the pitcher throws the ball, Sam has a good eye and can 

      determine where the ball will go in relation to the base.
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- The topic sentence states the main idea of a paragraph. It is often placed at the beginning of the paragraph. In an essay, each topic sentence should relate directly to the thesis of the essay, which is stated at the beginning.


      EXAMPLE: Thesis: Co-op work program benefit both students and 			employers. Co-op programs help students gain valuable work 		experience before leaving school. For example, one student 		who worked as a co-op placement at a local car garage ended 		up with full-time work in the summer, and was recently 			offered an apprenticeship at the same garage. She would have 		had a hard time convincing the owner that she was a candidate 		for such an opportunity if she had not gained experience as a 


		co-op student.








