The Paragraph
A paragraph is a group of closely related sentences dealing with a simple topic or idea.

A paragraph has three major parts to it:


- A Topic Sentence


- A Body


- A Closing (or Concluding) Sentence

The topic sentence states the main idea of the paragraph. It controls and limits the ideas that can be discussed in the rest of the paragraph. All other ideas in the paragraph must be related to the topic sentence.

The body of the paragraph is where the idea in the topic sentence is developed. One way to do this is to use facts and specific details. Another way is to use specific examples that support the statement made in the topic sentence. Other types of proof or evidence could include quotations, anecdotes and statistics. No matter what the way the body is developed, however, the ideas must be arranged in a well-organized and logical way.
The closing sentence summarized the ideas developed in the body of the paragraph. The closing sentence is often though of as a restatement of the topic sentence.
One of the easiest ways to remember the structure of the paragraph is to think of it like a hamburger. The topic sentence is the top bun, the body is the meat and all the good stuff in the middle and the closing sentence is the bottom bun. In the same way that the bun makes the hamburger easier to eat by “wrapping it up” in a neat and tidy package, the topic sentence and the closing sentence make the paragraph easier to handle by introducing and concluding the main idea of the paragraph. 

The Topic Sentence
The topic sentence of a paragraph makes a general statement regarding what is to follow in the paragraph. It controls and limits the scope of the paragraph.


EXAMPLE: Oral hygiene is a very important subject.



        (The subject is too broad to cover in a single paragraph.)


BETTER: A toothbrush is a person’s best friend.



    (The scope of the paragraph has been limited to one particular aspect of 


     the previous subject.)

Examine the pairs of topic sentences below. Indicate which of the pairs would make the better topic sentence.


A. Cooking is my favourite hobby.


B. Learning to make a white sauce is an essential skill for basic cooking.

A. There is too much pollution in the world.


B. The Cameron Heights community has begun to fight pollution.

A. Reading good books is important.


B. Frequent reading helps to improve literacy skills. 


A. Many people don’t like snakes.


B. It was nearly impossible to find someone to take care of your pet snake when             


we went on vacation.

A. The study of insects is interesting. 


B. It’s amazing how many different insects can be found rights in your own 
backyard.

A. Between football, the drama club and his school work, Bill has been on the go.

B. Bill has been very busy lately.

A. Football is a hard game to play. 


B. Football requires stamina.

A. There have been many robberies in our community lately.

B. The robbery last night was the sixth one this month.
Below is a paragraph with the topic sentence removed. Consider the scope of the paragraph’s content to write an appropriate topic sentence. 

Some Scientists scoff at the reality of the monster of Loch Ness. Others are sure it actually exists. One theory hypothesizes that the Loch Ness monster is really a giant eel. Several local residents swear they have seen the creature many times. Whether or not the Loch Ness monster exists, however, it has certainly captured the imagination of the public. 

Topic Sentence:___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

