LOTF Chapter 2 Notes

· Ralph reports island is uninhabited and there are no adults

· Decides they need hunters to get meat and that anyone wanting to speak must ask for the conch and then should speak uninterrupted. 

· Jack says next time out he’ll kill the pig. He is excited about rules and interrupts Ralph. 

Q: Why do we care that there are no adults on the island? What are the advantages and disadvantages to using the conch? 

· Piggy takes the conch and points out that they may be stranded for a long while. 

Q: Why does Piggy support Ralph? Why does he pretend his ideas are Ralph’s? 

· Ralph states that the island is good and they will have fun while waiting to be rescued. 

· The little boy with the birthmark says he is scared of this vine that turns into a snake at night – beastie – Jack wants to hunt it – Ralph says is doesn’t exist. 

Q: How might the beast be a part of how Golding is presenting a ‘dark side’ to this novel? 

Q: Ralph is certain his father will rescue them. Why do the boys applaud? 

· Ralph cannot hold a train of thought – this will hurt his leadership skills


Q: Ralph determines they need a smoke signal – they rush up the mountain but leave the conch behind – Why does Piggy stroke it and respectfully carry it up the mountain? 

Q:  Which character are the following words or phrases linked with (you can assign the same word to more than one character): Piggy, Ralph, Jack –

Democracy
  Hunting
Naïve

Order

Reassuring
Punishment
Loyal

 Optimistic
Realistic
Scared

Excited
Obsesses
Responsible
Kind 
Authority
· The boys attempt to light a fire using Piggy’s glasses – this scares Piggy, as he needs them to see. When Piggy tells them the fire isn’t strong Jack turns on him and tells him to shut up. Jack tries to say the conch rule doesn’t apply on the mountain, but Ralph supports Piggy and overrules Jack. 


Q: Do you think Jack means what he says about rules? (P. 42)

Q: Piggy knows that although he talks sense, the others don’t listen – Why? 

· The fire burns through a quarter mile of forest – Piggy is angry and the boys giggle. Piggy speaks out even though no one listens. 

· First death on the island --  the birthmark boy dies in the fire…he’s never seen again

Look at imagery, symbolism and metaphor/simile: 

Imagery- used to describe the fire

Metaphor- describes fire as if it’s an animal

Symbol- a tree explodes in the fire and the vines look like snakes as they burn. What does this represent? – Serpent in Garden of Eden – is island good as Ralph says? What does the imagery and symbolism make you feel about the island and it’s inhabitants? 

